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ABSTRACT
It is difficult to talk about major speech recognition activities in Europe without mentioning the multilingual framework of this continent. This has set the stage for ”mega”
projects with very large consortia, which have been mainly
concerned in the past with setting up comparable linguistic
resources in each language/dialect for training and testing
ASR systems. Recent examples have been the SpeechDat
[1] project and its extensions to Eastern European and Latin
American [2] countries, data collection in vehicles [3] and
a follow-up project, currently under negotiation.
At the same time, much smaller consortia dealing only
with speech recognition in three or four different languages
have multiplied throughout Europe and a very good indicator of the high level of activity of the ASR community is
the very large number of proposals submitted to the HLT
(Human Language Technologies)[4] program last June - 33
proposals on some topic of speech processing, of which 8
have entered the negotiation phase.
Without trying by any means to be exhaustive, this talk
will address examples of both large and small projects, either recently finished [6][8] [10] [14] [16], on going [9] [11]
[13] [15] or, if possible, about to start [5] [7], with the goal
of giving a rough indicator of the most current research topics and / or innovative applications using ASR in Europe.
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