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Welcome to the sixth-edition-of INESCapable-ID, the official newsletter of INESC-
ID. A shopping trip with.no queues, Portugal's new digital voice, an excellent
evaluation result, a new roomfor our PhD studéents, outreach activities that open
curious minds and-even overcoming the Adamastor. A lot has happened in the

last couple months.—and‘you can read all abeut’it below.

What if shopping had no queues, no cashiers — just pick up and go? That'’s the
future envisioned by PT Smart Retail, a PRR-funded project transforming how we
interact with stores. Led at INESC-ID by Nuno Santos, the project is aiming at key
challenges in privacy, cybersecurity, and Al trust, ensuring autonomous stores are
not only smart but secure. With 19 partners and cutting-edge research into video
anonymisation, data protection, and secure Al, INESC-ID is making this a reality.
The world's largest autonomous store is already functioning in Leiria, powered by

this very tech.



https://www.inesc-id.pt/prr-from-shopping-to-smartness-project-pt-smart-retail-redesigned-the-future-of-retail/

Awards and Achievements

Aiming to reduce the time spent correcting
errors in coding, Pedro Orvalho, who
recently completed his PhD thesis at
INESC-ID and Instituto Superior Técnico
developed the artificial intelligence tool
MENTOR, which earned him the third
edition of the award “Vencer o Adamastor”
(“Overcoming the Adamastor”). Established
by INESC and the newspaper “Publico”, the
prize aims to reward innovative national
iworks by young scientists. The award
ceremony took place on April 11 at Técnico
Innovation Center.
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INESC-ID has achieved the highest possible rating—“Excellent”—in the national
evaluation of R&D Units by FCT, scoring top marks across all criteria. Recognised for its
international-level research, high-impact projects, and societal relevance, our institute
was praised for its excellence in Al, security, and digital transformation. The evaluation
panel highlighted INESC-ID’s strong industry ties, innovation through 10 spin-offs, and
ethical commitment.



https://www.inesc-id.pt/inesc-id-phd-student-wins-third-edition-of-the-award-vencer-o-adamastor/
https://www.inesc-id.pt/inesc-id-rated-excellent-in-fct-evaluation-with-top-scores-in-all-categories/

People of INESC-ID




How many hours are in Hugo
Morais' day? Coordinator of three
European projects in energy
systems, Hugo Morais is undeniably
one of the world’s leading experts
on the energy transition. In fact,
Stanford University’s 2024 ranking
places him among the top 2% of
scientists worldwide. A former
working student, Hugo admits
research came into his life by
chance—he started his scientific
career while unemployed. Now 48,
he has contributed to over 40
national and international projects,

including developing operational
planning tools for France’s
electricity distribution operator,
Electricité de France. He’s also an
editor for top scientific journals and
manages to stay active playing
basketball.

Research Highlights

Inspired by the emotional depth of fado and the legacy of Amalia Rodrigues, AMALIA is
the first Large Language Model (LLM) developed from scratch for European Portuguese
— with INESC-ID playing a key role in speech and multimodal processing. Coordinated
by Alberto Abad and supported by Portugal’s PRR, this open-source Al model will serve
as a cultural and linguistic asset, designed to operate securely in key sectors like
education, media, and public administration. More than just a tool, AMALIA is a strategic
step toward technological sovereignty and the preservation of national identity in the
digital age.




Reaching Out

Reaching In


https://www.inesc-id.pt/amalia-giving-voice-to-portuguese-identity-through-artificial-intelligence/
https://www.inesc-id.pt/inesc-id-opens-minds-at-tecnico-open-day-exploring-ai-robotics-chips-and-sustainability/

the students left to chat and enjoy the music and snacks provided. What started as a
storage room has undergone a complete makeover. Now, Room 617 is a space
especially dedicated to PhD students — where they can study, socialize or take a
breather from a day’s work.

We Recommend

It's Lisbon’s newest museum — and it
comes with a major twist: it was built
entirely from privately owned contemporary
art, collected over the past five decades. ...,;._.:-',.‘,.,‘.—;—;;,;?;‘,...nnm;a'si;mn:a'a
MACAM — Museu de Arte Contemporanea SR :

Armando Martins opened its doors to the ’
public last March, breathing new life into an
18th-century palace that has been fully
renovated, with full respect for its original
architecture. Spread across 2,000 square
meters, the museum showcases 600 works
by both Portuguese and international artists.
Located at the base of a five-star hotel —
whose operation is designed to help finance
the museum — MACAM is well worth a visit.

Pro tip: set aside at least an hour and a half
to truly take it all in.
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